Desert Meadows School
Computer Science

From the Principal
Mr. J.P. Ketcham

Desert Meadows School strives to help our
students improve academically every year as
well as to develop their social skills so that

they can become productive members of the community.

To facilitate learning we focus on first developing fluent
readers through systematic phonics instruction. As the stu-
dents progress through the years, teachers follow a curriculum
map ensuring the students are acquiring the higher level learn-
ing skills that will lead to their academic success. We use data
to target areas that need interventions which are provided
through daily interventions, tutoring, and sometimes Saturday
school. Interventions do not stop in academic areas that are
lacking, but include students who are ready for more rigorous
challenges. By seventh grade our goal is to teach students al-
gebra and by eighth grade they will move on to geometry.

Our social goals focus on teaching expectations that will as-
sist our students in all walks of life. Our Positive Behavior In-
terventions and Supports (PBIS) program not only sets those
expectations, but teaches the students what they look like.
Kids earn Bobcat Bucks for showing their ability to process and
put into practice those appropriate social skills. Bobcat Bucks
may then be used to purchase school supplies, have lunch with
their teacher or other items displayed on the Bobcat Bucks
menu.

To ensure the greatest impact on our students, the parents
at Desert Meadows are asked to support the school through
communicating with and supporting their child’s teacher by
offering to assist in or outside the classroom and participating
in school related events. Working together, the pronoun “we”
becomes all the more powerful as together we educate the
mind while building the character to succeed. We look forward
to you being a part of the Desert Meadows community.

About our School

Desert Meadows’ vision is to have all stu-
dents reach their academic and social potentials,
with technology serving as a catalyst to learning.
Meadows has created a computer science-
focused learning environment where technology
is used along with traditional learning strategies
to keep students fully engaged.

Teachers use Google Classroom to build as-
signments, ask questions, and create discussions
for their students to access online. This also al-
lows them to create a “flipped classroom” where
students review the lesson online at home and
complete projects and exercises in class with
their peers. Desert Meadows students take notes
digitally with Chromebooks and have access to
safe email accounts. Middle school students use
digital portfolios to set goals and show academic
growth to their families.

Technology is not only found in the core aca-
demic areas, but has been integrated in elective
classes as well. Students are offered a technology
class focused on using technology in the class-
room and at home, iPads are used in music and
art, and there are coding and media clubs that
further promote the use of technology.




Getting Involved Extracurricular Activities

The Desert Meadows PTSA is responsible for many of We are proud to offer a number of extra-curricular
the activities and fundraising programs on our campus. activities to further engage our students.

¥ | Parents are encour-

, 1 Intramural Sports 1 Student Council

- aged to volunteer 1 ArtClub 1 Girls Who Code Club
their time on the T Pokemon Club 9 Gaming Club
PTSA’s various com- 1 National Junior Honor { Robotics Club
mittees to help sup- Society 1 Youth and Government
port our school. T Media Club Club

1 Recycle Club

Registration
You may enroll your child in our school at any time throughout the year, space permitting.
Registration packets are available online at www.laveeneld.org/registration or in our school’s front office. You will
need to bring the following documents to complete your child’s registration:

1 Child’s original birth certificate

| Child’s immunization record

I Proof of Residence, such as utility receipt or lease agreement

(refer to Arizona Residency Guidelines)

il Legal papers, if applicable for custody

f Withdrawal form and report card from previous school

9 Photo identification for parent/guardian.

CONTACT US

Mr. J.P. Ketcham Mr. Bill Stewart
Principal Assistant Principal

6855 West Meadows Loop East
Laveen, Arizona 85339
602-304-2020

desertmeadows.laveeneld.org

Desert Meadows School is part of the Laveen Elementary School District.
The following programs and services are standard across all Laveen schools.

Chromebook/ iPad for every student Before and After School Care
New curriculum in English language arts, math, A\ ’ Clubs and activities
science, and social studies (2017-18) - - Intramural sports
Digital curriculum resources Free breakfast before school
Full Day Kindergarten Laveen Modern facilities
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