
Principal’s Message

 B Y  M R .  K E T C H A M

Desert Meadows Families,

Thank you all for your patience, support and flexibility in this truly unprecedented school year. As we

wind down the last few days of the year, I want to recognize our amazing students, teachers, and staff

members for their hard work and dedication throughout this challenging time. To conclude the year, we

will be having a drive through 8th grade promotion at 5PM on Tuesday, May 18th. Additionally we will be

hosting a walk up kindergarten promotion on Wednesday, May 19th. Homeroom teachers will be sending

you additional information on both events. As we head into summer, please encourage your students to

read each week. 

Kindergarten

 B Y  M S .  M I A L B A C K ,  M S .  P A T I N ,  M S .  R U S S E L L ,  M S .  S T Y L E S

Kindergarten just wrapped up our unit on subtraction and is now busy working on exploring teen

numbers. We will complete the school year with our unit on measurement!

We are also working on defending our opinion within our Ready Gen Reading. We have been exploring our

neighborhoods and cities and are excited to show our learning through a travel brochure.

For Spalding we have completed our core phonograms and we are really picking up the pace on our

reading!! We can read stories, signs, and more! 

We are excited to say so many of our Kindergarten students have done their best throughout this difficult

school year. We have many students moving on to first grade with a strong understanding of Spalding

phonograms, Reading skills, and Math concepts. Thank you to all of our families for your constant support!!

Desert Meadows
Paw Prints

May 2021

Grade Level News



Unconscious thoughts
can sometimes bring to
the fore ideas one might

easily dismiss as
unrealistic.

2nd Grade

 B Y  M S .  J O H N S O N ,  M S .  K R A T Z E N B E R G ,  M S .  M O R R I S - J A C K S O N

It has been an exciting year in second grade. We are building up to the transition to third grade. In order to

be fully prepared and confident to take on the challenge, all the second graders are continuing to practice

reading fluently independently while asking and answering questions with fiction and nonfiction texts.

Students are identifying main ideas and supporting details and the central message with character’s

differing points of view. Second graders are also writing complete sentences using the spelling and language

skills they have attained this year to share opinions and things they have learned. Please continue to read

with your child for 20 minutes every day. Providing your child with the gift of reading is priceless.

Our class goal is to be able to add and subtract fluently to 20 using strategies such as make a ten, counting

up, using a number line and doubles facts. With this knowledge they will be able to add and subtract three

digit numbers with regrouping and answer two step word problems. Every day we review number sense

with the number of the day, telling time, counting change, introducing number patterns, and building

arrays. Please continue to ask your child real- world math questions every day. 

1st Grade

 B Y  M S .  B R O W N ,  M S .  H E N D E R S O N - C O L E ,  M S .  P H I L L I P S ,  M S .  R O D R I G U E Z

In first grade, we are reviewing important skills that first graders need to know in order to be successful in

second grade. We are focusing on addition up to number 20 and subtraction up to number 10. We are

reviewing different strategies to add and subtract like using a number line or counting on. Our first graders

are practicing their letter sounds by reading their sound in words, sentences and stories. Students also write

words and sentences that use their sound. We are preparing our readers for second grade by reviewing all

of the sounds they have learned this year. First graders are working each day to enhance their reading and

math skills. 

 

We are excited that many students have shown much growth with their reading or math skills. This year

was like no other, and our first graders are making the most of it. To help your child continue to grow, you

can practice basic addition and subtraction facts at home using flash cards. The cards can be made with

paper, pencil and scissors. To practice reading, you can give your students a first grade text to practice at

home or have them sound out and blend words.
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4th Grade

 B Y  M S .  D I E T Z ,  M S .  K E N D A L L ,  M S .  M U N O Z

We are in the final stretch of 4th grade in this

month of May. It has been a busy one! Students

have completed all the Arizona Merit

Assessments, AzM2. Additionally, our students

have taken an End-of-the-Year math test to

gather more data for next year.

As we end this year, school isn’t over yet. We

continue to read “Lunch Money” in our

literature series, engage in a spiral review of

Math Standards, write Opinion, Informational,

and Persuasive essays, and so much more!

DMS and many 4th graders are excited to be

attending Summer School. It is an exciting

program with great activities and student

engagement. Thank you for all your support

for this school year. It has been a pleasure and

an honor to teach all our Bobcat students.

3rd Grade

 B Y  M S .  A B E D R A B B O ,  M S .  B U G A R I N ,  M S .  V I L L A

As we wrap up this not-so-normal school year, we

would like to thank you all for your support in having

100% of our third graders tested in AZM2. This even

includes our online students! As we continue to finish

off this year, we are still focusing on standards that

will also be very important for moving onto 4th grade.

This includes the math standards of multiplication

and division. By having your child practice on their

multiplication and division fluency, this can help to

better prepare them for 4th grade. As for reading, we

are using these last few days to really focus on

reading comprehension. Specifically, asking and

answering questions about a text. How you can help

at home, is by having your child read every day, and

having them retell a story or asking them some

questions about the story they have just read. If you

need some resources for reading or math materials,

please let the third grade team know and we will get

this to you. Again, thank you all for your support in

helping us prepare these students for 4th grade!

5th Grade

 B Y  M S .  B U R N A P ,  M R .  P L A N T Z ,  M S .  S I A S ,  M S .  S O T O

So far this quarter, students have been using a variety of texts in order to practice sets of literacy skills

including comparing and contrasting, determining themes, and finding textual evidence. We will continue

working on these skills throughout May using informational and opinion text and applying writing pieces to

it as well. In math, we will continue preparing for AZ Merit (May 3rd & 4th) by reviewing key concepts

students have learned this year. In science, we will be continuing our investigation into the Interactions in

the Environment concept. From there, we will finish up by exploring environmental changes. In social

studies, we will be finishing up our unit covering the Bill of Rights, as well as, current events. Please feel free

to reach out to your child’s teacher for more information.
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6th Grade

 B Y  M R .  K L A R F E L D ,  M S .  M A R Q U E Z ,  M S .  R I L E Y

In science, we are finishing up this year talking about the Environment which includes working with

ecosystems, symbiotic relationships, invasive species, and human impact. We have been discussing how

humans impact the environment both negatively and positively and coming up with solutions. We will end

the school year with a project where the students will choose one human impact and see if they can come

up with ways to better our environment. 

 

In Ms. Marquez's 6th grade Math we have been working on reviewing math standards such as fractions,

GCF, LCM, solving expressions with a given value for a variable, using inverse operations to find the missing

variable, graphing coordinates, inequalities, and graphing 

Inequalities.

7th Grade

 B Y  M S .  C A N E Z ,  M R .  M O R G A N ,  M S .  S A L T A R E L L I ,  M S .  T H O R P E

7th graders have been working hard to prepare for the end of the school year. Across the curriculum,

students have been engaged in efforts to prepare them for testing, as well as for their move to 8th grade.

In Math, we have been preparing for the AZM2 testing by reviewing this year’s curriculum. We have spent

time on Ratio and Proportion reviewing how to make and determine constant proportionality in tables,

equations and graphs. In the Number Sense cluster, we practiced how to compute Order of Operations

expressions, fractions and decimals. Last week, we finished up our testing review by solving equations

and inequalities with a focus on the differences between the two and how that impacts graphing their

solutions.

In Science, we have been working on review for Quarter 1 and Quarter 2 topics. These topics include

weather, the water cycle, the carbon cycle, and rock cycle to examine how energy provides the means for

matter to cycle through the Earth. We are going to look at plate tectonics next to provide evidence of the

shifting of Earth’s tectonic plates over time. As we wrap up our Earth sciences review, be on the lookout

for some engaging experiments on the topics of force, gravity and motion! If you and your student are

looking for some science related topics to pursue over the summer, I highly suggest you review Life

science topics such as levels of organization of the body from cells to organ systems. In 8th grade,

students will be learning about Genetics & Inherited Traits, Natural Selection, the Geologic Time Scale,

Human Resource Consumption, Waves, Energy Transfer, and Chemical Reactions.    (continued)

 



Unconscious thoughts
can sometimes bring to
the fore ideas one might

easily dismiss as
unrealistic.

7th Grade Continued...

 B Y  M S .  C A N E Z ,  M R .  M O R G A N ,  M S .  S A L T A R E L L I ,  M S  T H O R P E

In Social Studies, students have been taking a look at the Cold War, and they will be finishing the year by

examining its impact on our world today. They’ve also been preparing for the AZM2 tests by using reading

and writing strategies in class that can be applied to their tests in those areas. 

Hello families! Our 7th graders have been reading and discussing equality and individuality in Reading and

Writing. We will be ending the year with a social justice research project. This project is designed to

encourage our students to think deeply about social issues that our country is facing. To complete this

project, students will use reading and writing skills they have learned throughout the year. I look forward

to seeing all they have learned and what social justice issues matter to them the most. To get involved

yourself, you may ask them questions such as, “what social justice topic are they researching, do they feel

impacted by the topic they are researching, or what inspired them to learn more about the topic they

chose?”. 

8th Grade

 B Y  M R .  H U M B L E ,  M R .  R U I Z ,  M S .  W H I T E

Greetings from 8th grade! As we wrap up this unprecedented and highly unusual school year, we wanted

to fill you in on some end of the year happenings. 

As far as academics go, we will be working right up to the end to try to compensate for any loss of

learning that occurred due to the pandemic. In ELA, Ms. White’s students will be working on Public

Service Announcement presentations within ELA and completing review lessons on figurative language,

poetic devices, vocabulary, and citing textual evidence. These concepts will be reviewed by reading

informational texts and poetry. In Math, Mr. Ruiz’ students will be reviewing key 8th grade algebra

concepts to prepare them for 9th grade math. Students will also receive an extra dose of math as they

work on a Social Studies/Math project. Finally, Mr. Humble’s Science students will be studying how

organisms adapt to their environment, and how the environment can cause an organism to change over

time in response to changes in the environment.

8th graders and their families can also look forward to a drive-through, socially distanced promotion

ceremony on Tuesday, May 18th from 5:00-6:00 PM. All students will receive their promotion certificates

and a few outstanding students will be honored with awards/scholarships.

 



Band

 B Y  M S .  W O L F E

We are working on finishing up the method books

during the last few weeks of school. 7-8th grade is

recording their song "Fire Dance" for a virtual

performance. Please make sure your child/children

are practicing their instruments at home. Some

practice strategies are: set a time for 15 minutes at

the same time every day for practice, practice in a

quiet room or area of the house, and work on

things that are problem areas in the music (and also

fun things that they like to play). Over the summer,

students can find YouTube tutorials on their

instruments, or free sheet music online. Students

are doing well in band class, and it has been so fun

to teach them this year! I can't wait to see

everything we are going to accomplish as we close

out this year and start next year. Upcoming 5th

graders, start thinking about joining band. More

details will be coming out at the start of next school

year

P.E.

 B Y  M R .  C O P A T C H ,  M R .  L A M B

The P.E classes have been learning, and developing,

their badminton skills. The younger grades have been

practicing with a partner, while the older grades have

been preparing for an in-class doubles competition. In

addition to developing their skills as players, students

are also working on teamwork, sportsmanship, and

conflict resolution. I’ve been impressed with the

progress that they have made in just a short time. 

Technology

 B Y  M S .  H A R T E L L

In technology this year we have been working on

typing skills along with coding basics in all grade

levels. Younger students have been coding using

Codespark and using the Dash robots they have been

creating coding projects and focusing on

troubleshooting incorrect codes. The older students

have been working on Lego Robotics and have come a

long way since we first introduced this type of

building and coding projects. Even with the challenges

of online classes students have progressed through the

year learning about coding and are proficient in using

all Google applications.

Special Areas

Art

 B Y  M S .  H E D R I C K

In art, grades 3-4-5 created sunset wave paintings.

We learned how to tint a color by adding white. We

added white to blue to create the beautiful colors in

the wave. They did a great job!



Music

 B Y  M R .  S A N D O V A L

K - 2 classes are practicing musical skills through learning the basics of Rhythm and how to perform

together as a class. Students have also been practicing using their voices in various ways (whisper,

talk, shout, sing, etc.) and learning where it is appropriate to use each one.

3rd - 5th classes are practicing listening through music and using critical thinking skills to relate how

music affects the space around us. Students have been listening to the works of some of the most

important and famous movie composers of our time. 

6th - 8th classes are learning music by creating and mixing using the Bandlab app. Using DAW (Digital

Audio Workstation) software students are able to express creativity and critical thinking skills as they

navigate through the modern world of musical production. 

Counseling

 B Y  M S .  M C S W A I N

Hello parents & students!

 

Research has shown that students can lose up to 25% of their reading skills over the summer months.

Below are tips for students so they don't lose reading & math skills that were taught during the school

year.

 

* Find something to read everyday, including comics in the newspaper.

* Find topics or books that interest them on their reading level.

* Sign up for a library card at your local library.

* Read at least 30 minutes each day.

* Parents or older siblings can read to younger children.

* Use math everyday: for older children, use measuring cups when baking or cooking, budget &  

 calculate cost of summer trips, practice multiplication and math for the next grade level.

Counseling Corner



We are so proud of all the hard work that 5th has created during our recent ecosystems project that we

would like to share some pictures of their masterpieces! 

 

Shout Outs!


