
Paw Prints
Dear Students and Families,

I am happy to welcome you to the 2021-2022 school year at Desert Meadows! The Desert
Meadows faculty and staff are dedicated to working with you to ensure that all students on
our campus can achieve their highest potential. Over the years, Desert Meadows has had a rich
history of providing students with an amazing academic and social experience. During the
2021-2022 school year, we will continue to build upon and refine our proven foundation of good
work, honored traditions, and continued excellence in education.

I encourage each of you to be an active part of the Desert Meadows PTA. Through the years, 
this organization has accomplished many wonderful things that have enhanced the quality of our
students’ education. Becoming a member of the PTA is a great way to get to know what is going on at
your child’s school. You can become a member of the Desert Meadows PTA by clicking on the link
https://desertmeadowspta.memberhub.com/store.

We are so excited to have all students returning for in-person learning this year! As the Coronavirus
Pandemic continues to evolve, please see our website for up-to-date information:
https://www.laveenschools.org/.  

Students and staff of Desert Meadows School stay on TRACK by being:

Trustworthy
Respectful
Accountable
Collaborative
Kind

If you have any questions or concerns during the year, please let us know. A key to having a successful
school year is having open communication between parents/guardians and staff. It will help your child
experience success at school if we are all headed in the same direction. We look forward to a great
year!

Sincerely,

J.P. Ketcham, Principal

 

Desert Meadows
July 2021

https://desertmeadowspta.memberhub.com/store
https://www.laveenschools.org/


ID Card Only: $2.00
Lanyard: $1.00
Plastic Sleeve: $1.00

All students will receive a new ID badge, lanyard, and plastic
holder on the first day of school. Students are expected to
wear their ID every day as part of their school uniform.
An ID is required to enter onto campus, ride the bus, receive
cafeteria meals, and to check-out library books. Students who
lose their ID will need to replace it at the following cost:
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Meet The Teacher Night

Please join us on Thursday, July 29th from 5:00PM - 7:00PM for
“Meet the Teacher Night” . On this night, you will be able to
meet your child's  teacher(s), sign-up for PTA and learn about
our exciting coding program. See you there Bobcats!!!

Back
to

School!

School Supply lists

Updated school supply lists for this year are now available on
our school website, desertmeadows.laveenschools.org, under
the “general information” tab or you may pick-up a paper copy
in our front office. You are welcome to bring your child’s new
school supplies to Meet the Teacher Night or he/she may bring
them on the first day of school.

student id cards

Bus Riiders

If your student(s) plan to ride a district school bus to or
from school this year, you will need to re-register your
child beforehand. Please complete this form  or  visiit :
www.laveenschools.org/transportation. You will receive
an email if your student(s) qualify.

Spirit Wear!

Fridays are spirit wear days! Student's may wear their Desert
Meadows spirit shirts with regular uniform bottoms on these
days. Visit the Desert Meadows Bobcats Official Apparel Store
to purchase your spirit gear. 

Go Bobcats!

http://desertmeadows.laveenschools.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfdlYotjSdgNKOu5ApJhJn1Obwj7AVXESCny8xG3shCeZq5vg/viewform
http://www.laveenschools.org/transportation
https://apparelnow.com/desert-meadows-bobcats-apparel
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New Teachers Join the Meadows Family

Desert Meadows is fortunate to have several new teachers join us for the 2020-2021 school year.
Welcome to the family Bobcats!

Michael Guerra, ELA Interventionist
I am originally from Las Cruces, New Mexico but have lived in Phoenix for
the last 26 years. I attended Arizona State University and received both my
bachelors degree in Secondary Education and my Masters in Educational
Leadership. I am a very proud Sun Devil. I have been an educator for 17
years. I was a Middle school teacher for 12 years and a principal for the last
5 years. I am looking forward to being part of the Desert Meadows school
community and meeting my colleagues and students this upcoming school
year. 

Nicole Ferguson Neal, Music
My name is Nicole Ferguson Neal and I am starting my 10th year teaching
music. The last three years were spent at a high school, but before that I
taught K-12 and loved it. I am looking forward to teaching the younger
students again! I have my Bachelor's of Music in Vocal Performance from
Biola University and my Master's in Secondary Education from Grand
Canyon University. I am excited to meet my new students, teach and
experience music with these kids, and work with the amazing team at
Desert Meadows to help our students succeed!

Alicia Mitchell, 4th Grade

Hello! My name is Alicia Mitchell and I am so excited for this next school
year to begin! I just graduated from Northern Arizona University as a
double major is both special and elementary education. I am originally
from Tucson, Arizona and then went to college in Flagstaff, and now I am
new to the Phoenix area and so happy to be here. I am most excited for
all the fun discovering we are going to do in 4th grade this school year! 

Sarah Butler, Special Education Resource
Hi everyone! My name is Sarah Butler and I will be joining the Desert
Meadows staff as one of the special education resource teachers. I am
originally from Edgewood, New Mexico and went to college at New Mexico
State University. This will be my sixth year as a special education teacher,
and I’m really looking forward to being back in person this year and seeing
the kids face-to-face. I’m also looking forward to getting to know all of you!
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Mary Badonie, Kindergarten

Yá’at’ééh! (Hello in Navajo)

My name is Mary Badonie. I am from a small community on the Navajo
Reservation called, Ganado, AZ. After I graduated high school, I attended
Arizona State University and received my B.A. in Elementary Education. A
little after my undergrad, I attended The University of Phoenix and
received my Master’s in Teacher Leadership.

I am a mom of 2 beautiful kids and a wife to an amazing husband. We are
a sports family - my son plays football, basketball, and runs track. My
daughter will be starting soccer in the Fall and we look forward to game
days! We are also avid Sun Devil Football fans!

This will be my 13 year of teaching and my 4th year as a Kindergarten
Teacher! I’ve taught in Public schools and a Charter school over the years.
I am looking forward to teaching Kindergarten once again at Desert
Meadows because I LOVE to be one of the first building blocks of a
student’s foundation of learning! The growth that a 5/6 year old is
amazing and I am excited to be a part of their academic journey!

Leela Kimbler, Self-Contained Special Educaction
Hello Everyone!
My name is Leela Kimbler and I am one of new teachers joining the Desert
Meadow Family this school year! I was born and raised in a small town on
the Eastern Shore of Maryland but moved to the beautiful state of Arizona in
June 2019 after graduating college. I attended La Salle University in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and graduated May 2019 with a Bachelor's
Degree in Elementary Education, Special Education, and American Studies.
Currently, I am working on my Master's Degree in Autism Spectrum Disorder
from Grand Canyon University. I taught the past two years as a Resource
Teacher in the East Valley and extremely excited to be a new Bobcat! I look
forward working with the incredible faculty, staff, families, and student this
next school and learning many new things along with my students!
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Looking Ahead...

July 29th
 Meet The Teacher Night

5:00 - 7:00 p.m.

August 2nd
 first day of school

August 9th-11th
 NWEa map growth testing

August 16th-20th
 aimsweb Plus K-3 Testing

August 18th
Early Release Day

12:00 PM

August 20th
Dress Down Day

$1.00

August 26th
PTA Sky zone event


