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Desert Meadows Families,

It is hard to believe that we are just finishing our first month of school.  
In the first few weeks of school, our students have been reviewing and learning our campus-wide TRACK
expectations, taking our NWEA and AimsWeb assessments, and working toward mastery on grade level
standards. 

We are so excited to have all students back on campus for in-person learning. We want to ensure the
safety of each and every student so we have many mitigation strategies in place. Beginning Wednesday,
August 25, the Laveen School District has required face masks for all staff, students, and office visitors
while indoors on District campuses. Families who wish to opt their child out of this regulation may do so
by completing this opt out form. Wearing a mask is our number one deterrent against the Covid-19
virus.

We are getting many questions regarding our sports program. Typically, we would be starting our
district intramural program around this time. However, due to mitigation strategies, sports are on hold
for the time being. We will send out some additional communication when sports open up again.

Thank you for your continued support of your child’s education. Please feel free to contact me or our
front office staff if you need assistance or have questions or concerns.   

Go Bobcats!

Sincerely,

J.P. Ketcham, Principal

 

Desert Meadows
September 2021

https://www.laveenschools.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Laveen-Opt-Out-Provision.pdf
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Looking Ahead

september 3rd
Dress Down Day

$1.00

$

September 6th
Labor Day
no school

September 8th
Early Release Day

12:00 PM

September 14th
fall picture

day

September 7th
pta meeting

 

September 16th
pta

peter piper event
4 - 7 p.m.

september 17th
Dress Down Day

$1.00

$

September 22nd
Early Release Day

12:00 PM



ID Card Only: $2.00
Lanyard: $1.00
Plastic Sleeve: $1.00

All students have received a new ID badge, lanyard, and plastic
holder.  Students are expected to wear their ID every day
as part of their school uniform. An ID is required to enter
onto campus, ride the bus, receive cafeteria meals, and to
check-out library books. Students who lose their ID will need to
replace it at the following cost:
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student id cards

Bus Riders

If your student(s) plan to ride a district school bus to or
from school this year, you will need to re-register your
child beforehand. Please complete this form  or  visiit :
www.laveenschools.org/transportation. You will receive
an email if your student(s) qualify.

Spirit Wear!

Fridays are spirit wear days! Student's may wear their Desert
Meadows spirit shirts with regular uniform bottoms on these
days. Visit the Desert Meadows Bobcats Official Apparel Store
to purchase your spirit gear. 

REMINDERS

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfdlYotjSdgNKOu5ApJhJn1Obwj7AVXESCny8xG3shCeZq5vg/viewform
http://www.laveenschools.org/transportation
https://apparelnow.com/desert-meadows-bobcats-apparel
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Kindergarten is making great gains already!! We are so proud of our little ones!

In reading we have been exploring the outdoor world of ponds. Our students have been learning
more about informational text in this Module. We will continue to learn the similarities and
differences between two texts.

In Spalding we are continuing to learn more phonograms. We will complete the first 26 letters soon!
We have been practicing segmenting words and we are learning how to build sentences! 
In math we have finished up learning about 0-5. Now we will continue learning about numbers 6-10.
We are also discussing how items can be greater than and less than. 

Please review the alphabet with your child and read stories often. When you're at the store or in the
kitchen, count items and ask questions like "Which group has more?" Thank you for your constant
support!!! 
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kindergarten

Ms. Badonie, Ms. Mialback, Ms. Patin, MS. Russell

Grade Level News & Updates

First grade

Ms. Phillips, Ms. Styles, Ms. Rodriguez

This month in first grade, our students are beginning to add numbers up to ten.
Students are learning different ways to add and using their problem solving skills
to find the answer to different questions. First graders are reading stories
everyday to increase their reading fluency. In science, we are learning about life
cycles. Our first graders are super excited for our caterpillars to become
butterflies. We are learning everyday. 
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Hello 2nd Grade Families,
The 2nd graders are continuing to amaze us with their excitement for learning and working together
in the classroom. These last few weeks we have continued to learn about making friends and how to
work together in our school community. We are getting into a good flow of the day and learning to
work well together. If you are able, we would love it if families could donate individually wrapped
snacks to the classrooms for our afternoon snack break each day. Please contact your child's teacher
for the number of students in the classroom or for allergy information.  

Math
We have just finished learning about math strategies which included: counting on, counting back,
doubles, fact families and using the number line and will be starting our next concepts: arrays, equal
groups and skip counting.

Reading Language Arts
We have just finished reading and comparing the stories Teamwork Pays off and Snowshoe Hare and
discussing each character point of view and have also started writing our own personal narratives
about a time we had fun.

Spalding and Spelling
Each week the children will have 15 spelling words and 10 phonograms to learn. Please take time to
practice the words and phonograms with your child each night so that they are prepared for a
spelling test on Friday. 

As always the 2nd grade teachers are here to provide an amazing learning experience for your child.
Please reach out if you have questions or concerns. 
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third grade

ms. abedrabbo, ms. bugarin, Ms. Villa

second grade

ms. Ferguson, ms. Henderson-cole, Ms. johnson, ms. kratzenberg

Third Graders will be learning how to identify central messages in literary texts and main ideas
in informational text during our ELA Content Block. In Math, students will be using subtraction
to estimate sums, as well as add three and four digit numbers using regrouping strategies.
Science: Will will continue to explore light, i.e., the types of light, such refraction, reflection,
opaque and translucent.
Social Studies third graders will be creating a Time Line of Arizona's rich history.
Writing-Third graders will begin writing their first Narrative Essay using visualization and details.
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The 4th grade Bobcats at DMS have been busy with academics! We have completed the
NWEA quarterly testing and have data to chart a path for everyone’s individual success.  

We are so happy to be back in our classrooms and are following all mitigation and safety
guidelines from the MCDPH. Our students have been on T.R.A.C.K. in the classroom and
the playground. All our students have demonstrated an eagerness and enthusiasm to
learn. 

In ELA, we are currently preparing to read a fascinating chapter book called, “Skeletons
Inside & Out.” In Mathematics, we will soon begin Chapter 3 with multiplication and division.
In Science, we continue our study Unit 3 Changes to the Ecosystem. In Social Studies, we
are currently studying the ancient Aztec Indian tribe of Mexico.

We look forward to another upcoming month of collaborative learning, diligence, and
independence, to build the academic and social growth of these fantastic Bobcat students! 
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August came and went so fast and we are off to a great start in 5th grade! We have collectively
racked up over 2000 T.R.A.C.K. coins so far for positive reinforcement and good behavior! In
Reading, students are working on theme and vocabulary and are about to start reading the
book “Washed Up!”. In writing, students are creating their narrative stories with visuals. They
are halfway through Chapter 2 in Math currently studying prime factorization and starting the
distributive property. Students are still investigating the scientific method and applying it to
force and motion in science. They are also diving deeper into the American Revolution in
Social Studies. As the summer weather is still in full swing please remember to send your child
with a water bottle to school. We are all excited as this quarter progresses to see what’s in
store!

fifth grade

ms. brown, ms. Sias, Ms. Soto

fourth grade

ms. kendall, ms. mitchell, Ms. munoz



Paw Prints

In 6th grade Science we just finished up learning about states of matter, solid, liquid, and gas and
how they change due to pressure and temperature. We are now learning about Atoms and how
they are the building block of everything. We will then go into molecules and compounds where we
will be creating gumdrops and M and M models to show this. 

In 6th grade social studies we are beginning to explore human’s first civilizations! Starting with
Mesopotamia, students will be focusing on the physical geographic features that made early
civilizations successful.

Hello Bobcat families! In 6th grade ELA we have started our first novel study of the year! We are
reading Hatchet by Gary Paulsen. We will be analyzing how the protagonist, Brian, changes from the
beginning of the story to the end. We will also be using other nonfiction and fiction texts
throughout our novel study to make connections and build background as we read. As always, I
look forward to all that the students will learn this month! - Ms. Canez

In 6th Grade Math this month we will be focusing on Chapter 2. Students will learn how to convert
fractions into decimals and percents, decimals into fractions and percents and percents into
fractions and decimals. The concepts that will help your child be successful with Chapter 2 are
multiplying and dividing. We will then go into computing multiple numbers with adding, subtracting,
multiplying and dividing.  
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7th grade mathematicians have been busy this quarter! We completed our unit on proportionality with a
focus on representing proportional relationships through graphs, tables, and equations. Students have
just started our second unit on Rational Numbers, which includes adding, subtracting, multiplying and
dividing integers and positive and negative fractions.

In Social Studies, we have been studying the American, French and Latin American Revolutions and how
the Enlightenment thinkers influenced people’s ideas about natural rights and caused people to question
and overthrow monarchies in favor of representative governments. We use reading strategies like graphic
organizers to help arrange our ideas and analyze the text. When we return, students will be learning
about industrialization.

sixth grade

Ms. Canez, Mr. Klarfeld, Ms. Marquez

Seventh grade

ms. richmond, ms. riley, ms. saltarelli



Paw Prints
In Reading, we are currently starting Unit 2 in our curriculum. Unit two has our students asking
themselves, “What should we learn?” This unit will be introducing students to a wide variety of
nonfiction readings such as, Life Without Gravity, I am a Native of North America, and All Together
Now. These reads allow students to learn about new concepts and question their prior knowledge. In
Writing, our Seventh Graders our working on creating strong thesis statements. As we move forward
in writing, they will begin the writing process to create an entire opinion essay. These Bobcats are
really looking forward to it!

Science has been full of learning about all of Earth’s systems, cycles, and processes. We have learned
about Earth’s spheres and how each sphere interacts with one another and studied how energy flows
through ecosystems using food webs and food chains. We reviewed weather and the water cycle and
modeled rock types and the rock cycle with starbursts. We are wrapping up this quarter with an
emphasis on fossils, continental drift, and plate tectonics, to be modeled with graham crackers and
frosting! After the break, 7th grade students should be prepared to dive into gravity and Newton’s
laws of motion. 
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eighth grade

mr. Humble, Mr. Morgan, Mr. Ruiz, Ms. White

Things are moving right along for our 8th grade students. Within English Language Arts, we have
transitioned into our novel study on the text, "Monster," by Walter Dean Myers. Students have been
engaged in various learning activities and assessments aligned to the standards. Mr. Humble conveyed
that within Science, "We are moving into our Heredity Unit, learning how traits are passed down
through generations. Students will be making predictions about probabilities of traits occurring in
offspring." Mr. Morgan conveyed that, "Social Studies students will continue their study of government
basics by looking primarily at the principles of American government that are included in the
Constitution and the reasons why those were included." Furthermore, In math, students will be
finishing up their number sense unit with lessons on finding and estimating square and cube roots,
comparing and ordering rational numbers and identifying the difference between rational and
irrational numbers. Mr. Ruiz also maintained that, "by the end of the month, we will be working on 8th
grade Algebra standards, which are a huge focus this year." As a team, we are excited about the
progress our students have made thus far!

7th grade continued...
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music

ms. ferguson

Kindergarten-2nd Grade are learning how to listen
to music while also understanding the importance of
identifying the steady beat, the movement of the
melody (high v. low), and dynamics (loud v. soft). 

3rd-5th Grade are building on the previous years to
continue to explore identifying the beat, the
movement of the melody, and dynamics, and also
focusing on music notation. 

6th-8th Grade, the content is more student-directed.
Students will be given the opportunity to choose what
they are interested in learning at the beginning of the
year. Within their choice we will begin to learn the
basics of music: music notation, theory, expression,
and chord progressions. As we learn more students
will have more understanding of how music works
which will help them understand some of their
favorite songs.

band

ms. wolfe

Band is underway. 5-6th grade have
begun working out of Essential Elements
Book 1. 7-8th graders have begun our
first sheet music band songs for the year.
Please make sure your band student has
all of the required materials for band
class (instrument, band book- everyone,
and reeds- (clarinets and saxophones
only)

This quarter the focus has been on
sportsmanship. Games, and sports, are
more fun when everyone plays fair and
demonstrates respect for each other.
Please help us by reminding your child of
the importance of good sportsmanship.
We continue to incorporate short jogging,
or sprinting, sessions into most classes,
and have been pleased with the results
that the kids have shown. Please make
sure that your student is dressed
appropriately to participate in P.E. Also,
please remind your child to follow up their
hard work with healthy eating habits, good
hydration, and plenty of rest. Numerous
studies have shown that those elements
are critical to good health and even
improved academic achievement.
 

P.E.

Coach Copatch, Coach Lamb

Art

ms. hedrick
In art the second graders have been
learning about color mixing and created
all the colors on the color wheel from
just the primary colors- red yellow and
blue. 
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Communicate with your child daily about his/her day at school (allow your child to express how they
feel in a healthy, respectful way, ask what they learned and if there were there challenges and how
they overcame the challenges, & be an active listener).
Communicate with your child’s teacher(s).
Participate in meetings/conferences with your child’s teacher(s).
Participate in school activities.
Set healthy boundaries & limits (electronic devices, bedtimes, etc.), be consistent, follow through &
be patient.
Encourage your child to read at home everyday.
Contact your child’s teacher, counselor or front office if you have any questions or concerns.

SEL (Social Emotional Learning)
According to CASEL “Social and emotional learning (SEL) is an integral part of education and human
development. SEL is the process through which all young people and adults acquire and apply the
knowledge, skills, and attitudes to develop healthy identities, manage emotions and achieve personal
and collective goals, feel and show empathy for others, establish and maintain supportive relationships,
and make responsible and caring decisions”.

Desert Meadows uses PBIS (Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports) and the Second Step
curriculum to teach SEL to all students. As the school counselor, I also work closely with students,
providing classroom lessons, small group sessions, and individual counseling. 

Working together as a team (parents, students & teachers/school staff) helps students reach their full
social, emotional & academic potential. Below are strategies that parents can use to help support
student learning. 

1.

2.
3.
4.
5.

6.
7.

SEL video for parents:
https://youtu.be/y2d0da6BZWA
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Counselor's corner

ms. McSwain

Technology

ms. Hartell

Students have been working on getting set up in Google classroom and registration has been done for
various typing and coding programs. We are working on setting up three coding and robotic clubs
starting late August. Girls who Code, Wonder Robotics, and Lego Robotics. All students will be using a
new coding program this year called Skill Struck and all students will be using the various robots
during class periods to learn problem solving and programming of these various robot types. 

https://youtu.be/y2d0da6BZWA
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Altice Washington
Kai'Shaune Burns

DeMone' Collins
Hailey Weeden

Xzander Enriquez
Rielle Aurelio Moraza

Princess Heart Altamirano
Darrin Goward

Zulein Garcia
David Esparza Arellano

Wesley Buettner
Savannah Wickwire

Sky Kintscher
Trinity Williams

Gabriel Ortega Carpio
Aaliyah Golden

Leah Watson
Mateo Zavalza Lopez

Eileen Zamarippa
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Congratulations to our August bobcats of the month winners!
These students were chosen for  Displaying positive behaviors during the month of August.

Aubrey Badonie

Anabella Soto

Lucy Ayon

Zoey Gonzales

Ariana Loera

Annaliyah Giron

Talia Sanders

Jaxxon Davis

Zayden Delgado

Micaiah Flowers

Naomi Baldwin

Victoria Ortega

Dayana Esparza Arellano

Elenor Drew

Eliza Ibarra

Ahliyah Garcia

Audrina Clark

Shellie Foster

 Maylin Escalante Nevarez


