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Desert Meadows Families,

Welcome to the 2021/2022 school year. So far, we are off to a great start! In the first few weeks of
school, our students have been reviewing and learning our campus wide TRACK expectations.
Additionally, we have just completed our first round of the NWEA assessments. These assessments will
help us support our students in making up for some of the missed opportunities for learning over the
last year and a half.

After a year of intermittent online classes, our school-wide goal this year is to fill potential academic
losses by accelerating instruction and learning. This means students need to come to school prepared
to work hard each and every day. Our teachers commit to plan and teach with each and every student
in mind.

We are so excited to have all students back on campus for in-person learning. We want to ensure the
safety of each and every student so we have many mitigation strategies in place. Although it is not
required, I strongly encourage all students to wear masks indoors. Wearing a mask is our number one
deterrent against the Covid-19 virus.

Thank you for your continued support of your child’s education. Please feel free to contact me or our
front office staff if you need assistance or have questions or concerns.   

It is going to be a great 2021-2022 school year. Go Bobcats!

Sincerely,

J.P. Ketcham, Principal

 

Desert Meadows
August 2021
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Looking Ahead

August 16th-20th
 aimsweb Plus K-3

Testing

August 18th
Early Release Day

12:00 PM

August 20th
Dress Down Day

 $1.00

 

september 3rd
Bobcat of the Month

 Celebration

september 3rd
Dress Down Day

$1.00
$

September 6th
Labor Day
no school

September 8th
Early Release Day

12:00 PM

September 14th
fall picture day

September 7th
pta meeting

 

September 16
pta

peter piper event

september 17th
Dress Down Day

$1.00
$

September 22nd
Early Release Day

12:00 PM



ID Card Only: $2.00
Lanyard: $1.00
Plastic Sleeve: $1.00

All students have received a new ID badge, lanyard, and plastic
holder.  Students are expected to wear their ID every day
as part of their school uniform. An ID is required to enter
onto campus, ride the bus, receive cafeteria meals, and to
check-out library books. Students who lose their ID will need to
replace it at the following cost:
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student id cards

Bus Riders

If your student(s) plan to ride a district school bus to or
from school this year, you will need to re-register your
child beforehand. Please complete this form  or  visiit :
www.laveenschools.org/transportation. You will receive
an email if your student(s) qualify.

Spirit Wear!

Fridays are spirit wear days! Student's may wear their Desert
Meadows spirit shirts with regular uniform bottoms on these
days. Visit the Desert Meadows Bobcats Official Apparel Store
to purchase your spirit gear. 

REMINDERS

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfdlYotjSdgNKOu5ApJhJn1Obwj7AVXESCny8xG3shCeZq5vg/viewform
http://www.laveenschools.org/transportation
https://apparelnow.com/desert-meadows-bobcats-apparel
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Kindergarten is settling into the new routine of coming to school each day and being ready to learn.
We have been working on building classroom communities and getting to know each other.

For math, we are beginning to look at numbers 0-5, while understanding quantity and cardinality.
You can support our learning by counting objects while at the grocery store or while setting the
table for dinner. 

In reading and science we are learning about penguins! Our story is about Little Pip and her journey
through the snow. Ask us about the new vocabulary words we're learning! 

For writing, we have been focused on perfecting our names. We will soon begin the process of
creating a narrative story using illustrations and labels.

To help support us in learning the Spalding phonograms, please practice by defining the beginning
letter sound of various objects around your home. You can also label items with beginning letter
sounds using post-it notes.
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kindergarten

Ms. Badonie, Ms. Mialback, Ms. Patin, MS. Russell

Grade Level News & Updates

First grade

Ms. Phillips, Ms. Styles, Ms. Rodriguez

As we begin to dive into our curriculum, we are preparing our first graders to read.
We are practicing two letter sounds to help increase our reading fluency. First
graders are practicing their handwriting skills everyday too. We have reviewed two
dimensional shapes and will begin learning about three dimensional shapes soon.
We are excited to be back in school to help our bobcats grow!
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The 2nd Grade teachers are super excited and ready for an amzing school year. The students are off
to a great start and have already reconnected with old friends from kindergarten and first grade and
met new ones. This year we have many exciting things we will be learning about. 

Reading/Language Arts.  
We will read several stories based on the social studies and science themes for 2nd grade. We will
work with graphic organizers, such as story and character maps, and sequencing charts. During
reading time we will also spend time developing our vocabulary, spelling and writing skills.  

Science and Socials Studies
This year in science we will be learning about animal habitats, land and water, electricity and
magnetism, the human body, cells and digestion. In social studies we will focus on Ancient Greece,
The War of 1812, Americans Moving West, The Civil War, and Civil Rights. We will also incorporate
various activities and projects to enhance your child's learning. 

Math 
We will focus on place value, two-digit addition and subtraction, measurement, time and money,
shapes and graphing and develop a beginning understanding of multiplication. Students will be
expected to become actively involved in learning through hands-on activities and games. 
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third grade

ms. abedrabbo, ms. bugarin, Ms. Villa

second grade

ms. Ferguson, ms. Henderson-cole, Ms. johnson, ms. kratzenberg

In Reading we are excited to begin reading our first chapter book! In Math, third graders will be
learning about Place Value, Writing, Comparing, Ordering, and Rounding Numbers. We will also
be researching Key Features of Arizona in our Social Studies Unit. In Science, our third graders
will begin our Unit of Light.
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The school year is underway and the fifth graders are off to a really good start. Many are
demonstrating our school wide T.R.A.C.K. expectations every day. In our classrooms, students
have been working hard to accelerate on new concepts and building on old ones. In Reading,
we have been focused on stories that provide skills such as, compare/contrast and theme.
Currently we are reading “Night of the Spadefoot Toads” that gives information on endangered
animals. In Math, the focus has been on place value to the millions. Soon, students will start
working with rounding, adding and subtracting decimals. In Science, students are learning
about gravitational forces, earth and space. They also completed a project in class to review
the Scientific Method. Many of the students were able to create paper airplanes and use the
method to understand how to analyze data in experiments. In Social Studies, students are
focused on learning about the American Revolution, where they often take down
informational notes to help them comprehend history. We are looking forward to the rest of
the year, with great progress and success. Thank you!

fifth grade

ms. brown, ms. Sias, Ms. Soto

Our 4th DMS Bobcats are off to a great start of amazing new year! Meet the Teacher Night
was a successful night of meeting our new parents/guardians, and students. There is such
enthusiasm and excitement to return to In-Person Learning. It was evident on day one!
Our sleeves are rolled up high. In ELA, we will be reading “Porpoises in Peril”. In Math, we
are studying Place Value. In Science, the Ecosystem, and in Social Studies the
Mesoamerican & South American civilizations. The week of August 16th is Quarterly Testing
with the NWEA. 
Thank you for your tremendous generosity of school supplies. We look forward to an
amazing year with our Bobcat students. We are ready to conquer any challenge coming our
way. Go Bobcats!

fourth grade

ms. kendall, ms. mitchell, Ms. munoz
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In 6th grade science, we started the year off by learning about variables and conducted an
experiment about the variables using different cookies. We will be learning about Matter which
includes how matter changes from a liquid, solid, and a gas. We will also be learning about atoms
and molecules. The students will create their own atoms and molecules using M and M’s and
marshmallows. 

6th grade blurb: In social studies we are studying the Neolithic Era and early human civilization. This
is the time of the beginning of civilizations where the students will begin to realize some of the
things that we do today that the Neolithic and Paleolithic people first did. 6.C2.1 , 6.C4.1 6.G1.1
6.G2.4 6.H1.1 6.H3.3

Welcome back to another school year! In ELA, reading and writing, our sixth graders have been
practicing skills they will use throughout the year such as gathering textual evidence to support
their analysis of a text and their inferences, using context clues to understand words and phrases,
and lastly they have been learning the social norms of our classroom. Throughout the remainder of
August we will focus on fictional text and analyzing a story’s literary elements.

6th Grade Math: To begin the school year we will review GCF and LCM in order to simplify and
create equivalent fractions when learning about ratios, rates and proportions. This is a skill that
students will use throughout the whole school year. After ratios and rates we will move on to
fractions, decimals and percents. 
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In 7th grade Mathematics, we will be busy this quarter! We are beginning our unit on proportionality with
a focus on representing proportional relationships through graphs, tables, and equations. In a few weeks,
students will begin our second unit on Rational Numbers, which includes adding, subtracting, multiplying
and dividing integers and positive and negative fractions.

Students in Social Studies will begin studying the scientific revolution and how we came to learn that the
Earth was not the center of the universe. State standards: 7.G2.2 7.G4.4 7.H1.1 7.H1.2

sixth grade

Ms. Canez, Mr. Klarfeld, Ms. Marquez

Seventh grade

ms. richmond, ms. riley, ms. saltarelli
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In 7th grade Science, we started the year reviewing variables by doing the Cookie Lab and the M and
M Lab. We are starting our unit of the Cycling of Energy throughout the Earth which includes the
hydrosphere (water cycle), geosphere (Earth), and the Atmosphere. We will be constructing models of
each one so the students can explain in detailed the different cycles

Hi Parents!! This month in English Language Arts will first; assess our students in Reading and
Language. Our district benchmark is August 10th- 12th; Reading and Language Assessments will be
taken on Tuesday and Wednesday. Please ensure that your student gets a good night's rest. We will
also start our first Unit: Conflicts and Clashes this month and begin exploring our first novel, “Star Girl”
by Jerry Spinelli. We will cover the following standards this month; 
7.RL.1
7.RL.4 
7.L.4A
7.RL.10
7.RL.3
7.SL.1
7.W.4
7.W.5 
I am truly looking forward to working with each 7th grader. This year will be awesome! 
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eighth grade

mr. Humble, Mr. Morgan, Mr. Ruiz, Ms. White

The 8th grade team is so excited to see you this year. Here are a few things that will be taking place
within your courses as we start the new school year. “In Math, students will be working on number
sense learning objectives, which includes lessons on exponents, scientific notation and square and
cube roots.” In addition, English Language Arts classes will be focused on annotating and using context
clues to deepen our understanding of a text. Also, our first reading is, "The Tell-Tale Heart," by Edgar
Allen Poe; followed by our first novel study on the book "Monster" by Walter Dean Myers. 8th grade
Social Studies will be starting the school year by taking a look at the basics of government, including
different types of governments and why we need them. Furthermore, within Science, we are exploring
the different ways that organisms pass on their genes, and how life changes over time. Most
importantly, the whole 8th grade team welcomes you back and let’s make this a great year!

7th grade continued...
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music

ms. ferguson

Kindergarten-2nd Grade are learning how to listen to
music while also understanding the importance of
identifying the steady beat, the movement of the
melody (high v. low), and dynamics (loud v. soft). 

3rd-5th Grade are building on the previous years to
continue to explore identifying the beat, the
movement of the melody, and dynamics, and also
focusing on music notation. 

For 6th-8th Grade, the content is more student-
directed. Students will be given the opportunity to
choose what they are interested in learning at the
beginning of the year. Within their choice we will begin
to learn the basics of music: music notation, theory,
expression, and chord progressions. As we learn more
students will have more understanding of how music
works which will help them understand some of their
favorite songs.

band

ms. wolfe

We are off to a great start!  Band is open
to any student in grades 5-8. Students
can come rent their band instrument,
buy their band book, and get any band
accessories they might need for the year.
Please direct any questions about band
to Mrs. Wolfe at: lwolfe@laveeneld.org. I
look forward to seeing you, and can't wait
to do rehearsals and concerts this year! 

Students have been working on getting set up
in Google classroom and registration has been
done for various typing and coding programs.
We are working on setting up three coding and
robotic clubs starting late August. Girls who
Code, Wonder Robotics, and Lego Robotics. All
students will be using a new coding program
this year called Skill Struck and all students will
be using the various robots during class
periods to learn problem solving and
programming of these various robot types. 

technology

ms. hartell

Welcome back! We're so happy to see all the
kids back on campus! Starting off the year,
the P.E classes will be focusing on
teamwork, team sports, sportsmanship,
conflict resolution, and improving our
fitness levels. Many of us weren't as active
during the pandemic as we'd like to have
been, so it feels good to be back in the gym.
Please make sure that your student has
appropriate footwear, and attire, for the
weeks that they have P.E. We're looking
forward to a great year!

P.E.

Coach Copatch, Coach Lamb

mailto:lwolfe@laveeneld.org

