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Let your child know you think school is important. 
Talk to him/her about what they’re learning. 
Encourage them to ask questions and let the teacher know if they are not understanding what is
being taught. 

Children learn persistence when they are successful at a challenging task. 
Let them know that not everything comes easy. This will help them gain confidence and successfully
negotiate difficult situations when they are older. 

School success is one of the keys to a successful future.
Talk with them about their dreams/goals and make the connection to how school fits within this
vision.
Share your own story with your child.

Happy October!

I hope all of our families are enjoying slightly cooler weather and are looking forward to the upcoming
Fall Break!   Parents, thank you for actively participating in your child’s education. It was wonderful to see
parents and students at our Curriculum Night on September 30th. It is important that your child sees
that you are proactively involved in their education. Our teachers truly appreciate your support and look
forward to working closely with you throughout the year, thanks again!

We are now beginning our second quarter of school and our staff is working diligently with our students
to support academic success. We must continue our focus on learning, consistent attendance, and
adherence to the school rules. Consistency in these three areas will allow our students the opportunity
to develop the positive habits that will make them successful young adults. We know that
parents/guardians can have a great impact in setting the stage. How? 

Here are a few ideas: 

Learning: 

 
Encourage persistence: 

Talk to them about their future: 
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Encourage your child to get enough sleep to ensure that he/she is able to get up in the morning. 
Leave home with plenty of time to get to school. 
Try to schedule appointments before or after school hours. 

Familiarize yourself with the school rules, guidelines, and expectations in our handbook. 
Reinforce that school is currently their “job” and just like your job, there are expectations. This will
help them prepare for high school and beyond. 
Talk to your kids about the rules at your job. Compare them. For example, what is the dress code at
your job? This helps students understand the purpose of school rules. 
Talk about how to stay on T.R.A.C.K. at home.

Attendance: 

 
School Rules & Procedures: 

 
Finally, encourage your child to develop a great work ethic. Vince Lombardi was quoted as saying, “The
only place success comes before work is in the dictionary.” A good work ethic will help develop personal
pride and ensure that your student feels in control. Hard work pays off!
 
As always, thank you for supporting Desert Meadows School. Our staff is committed to the success of all
students and we appreciate your continued assistance. I wish all of our students and families a safe Fall
Break. Have a great month!  
 
Respectfully,
 
J.P. Ketcham, Principal
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Looking Ahead

October 1st
Dress Down Day

$1.00

$
October 4th-8th

Fall Break
no school

October 13th
Early Release Day

12:00 PM

October 12th
pta meeting

6:00 P.M.
 

October 26th
Fall picture retakes

$

October 21st-22nd
parent/teacher 

conferences
Early Release Days

12:00 PM

October 15th
Dress Down Day

$1.00

$

October 18th-22th
book fair

 

October 27th
Early Release Day

12:00 PM

October 28th
pta scooptacular

event
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PTA NEEDS YOU!PTA NEEDS YOU!

Why Join?Why Join?
Connect

With Other
Parents

Share
Your 
Ideas

Stay

Informed

Be A Voice
For Your

Child

Help
Strengthen 

Our School
Community

Plan
 Events

Be a Role
Model

Everyone
Benefits

Why Not??

Sign Up Here!Sign Up Here!
https://desertmeadowspta.memberhub.com/store

https://desertmeadowspta.memberhub.com/store
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Kindergarten has been hard at work this month!! 

We have completed the first 26 letters in Spalding. We are now working on reading short stories
and labeling our drawings with the first letter of each object. Soon we will begin building sentences!! 
In math we have completed our work with numbers 0-10 and now we'll continue learning about the
teen numbers. An easy way to help your child at home is to practice counting objects as you put
away laundry, set the dinner table, or go grocery shopping.

In reading and science we have been learning about the seasons and how so many things change
over time. Soon we will be writing our end of unit piece to explain about how we have changed over
time. 

Coming up after fall break we will be exploring the world of "long ago" with living on a farm. We will
begin working on two-letter phonograms such as: sh, ee, th and many more! 
As always, please reach out to us if you have any questions or need any support! We are happy to
help!!! :-) 
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kindergarten

Ms. Badonie, Ms. Mialback, Ms. Patin, MS. Russell

Grade Level News & Updates

First grade

Ms. Phillips, Ms. Styles, Ms. Rodriguez

In first grade, students are diving into the curriculum. Students are reading stories and answering
questions about the text. First graders are thinking critically about characters too. We have started
working on subtraction. Students are making subtraction number sentences and subtracting from 10.
Students were able to create habitats. Some of the first graders participated in a gallery walk and had
the chance to present their hard work. We are excited to keep learning as we progress through the
year. 
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Happy Fall Second Grade Families!!!
We are continuing to have an exciting school year of learning and growing! The second graders are
working well together and learning many exciting things as the year progresses. 
 
Reading
We just finished reading the book The House on Maple Street and Alexander Who Used to Be Rich
Last Sunday and are now moving on to a classic that you may have read as a child… A Chair for My
Mother. All of these books are available at your local library and as read alouds on YouTube. With
these books we are focusing on understanding characters based on illustrations, compare and
contrasting, author’s purpose and beginning, middle, end. 
 
Math
We are continuing to work on addition and subtraction and are now moving into working with two
digits. We just finished learning about odd and even, skip courting and repeated addition. The
students did great. It would be amazing if you all could continue to have them practice at home as
well…ask them to count by 2’s, 5’s and 10’s randomly to keep them ready.
 
How can you help…
·      Be sure your child is completing the homework assigned by their teacher
·      Practice the spelling words daily (write them, say them, sing them…just practice!)
·      Read…read…read!
 
Reminders:
·      Breakfast begins at 7:30
·      Be sure to have your student ID daily
·      Do not bring toys to school
·      Curriculum Night September 30, 2021 5:00-6:30 More details soon
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second grade

ms. Ferguson, ms. Henderson-cole, Ms. johnson, ms. kratzenberg
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The 4th grade Bobcats have been very busy during September. We had our individual
pictures taken that can now be put onto our DMS I.D. badges! We also had a great PTA
Fundraiser event at Peter Piper Pizza with a great turn out. 

In ELA, we are finishing our study of Skeletons of living things. In Mathematics, we are
starting Chapter 4 with multi-digit multiplication. In Science we continue our study of the
Ecosystem. And in Social Studies, we are all celebrating Hispanic Heritage month with a
week of study followed by our study of the Ancient Inca Civilization. 

It has been another successful month of collaborative learning, diligence and
independence. Our students are on T.R.A.C.K. and all Bobcats are building upon their
academic and social growth. Go 4th grade!
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fourth grade

ms. kendall, ms. mitchell, Ms. munoz

There is a chill in the air and it has motivated our third graders to work so hard! We have spent
a ton of time exploring the phases of the moon through our informational text, The Moon
Seems to Change. We will work on our next chapter book, About Earth. The story is nonfiction, it
has informational features and we are so excited to read it. In writing, we worked on writing an
explanatory text on topics we knew a lot about. We will learn how to include all of the parts
needed for an informational text and begin conducting research to become experts in what we
want to teach our audience about! In math we will continue to learn how to multiply using
different strategies such as repeated addition, arrays, and equal groups! In addition, don't forget
to ask your third grader about Nicaragua. We have learned so much about Nicaragua!

third grade

ms. abedrabbo, ms. bugarin, Ms. Villa
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SCIENCE- We finished the first quarter strong. This past quarter we learned about Matter- liquid,
solid, and gas on the molecular level and then went into atoms and molecules. The students
created models of atoms from drawings to M and M atoms to created a simulation. We also did
molecules and compounds in the same way but instead of using M and M’s, we used
marshmallows. Quarter two, we will begin talking about energy and how it is used in battery form.
We will be creating our own energy transfer from a battery to making a light or a fan turn on. Then
we will be moving to gravity and the sun and how they work together.

Social Studies - Students have been studying the causes of revolutions as well as their lasting
impact. More specifically, we have learned about the American revolution and its impact on
international British relations. We also studied the influence America had on the French when they
revolted against King Louis. Understanding how these revolutions are connected has allowed
students to better understand the world around them. 

ELA - As the first quarter ends, our 6th Grade Bobcats are finishing up their first Novel of the year.
They have enjoyed reading Hatchet and using it to discuss character development and how events
have the ability to impact not only characters in stories but us in our daily lives. Students have
officially begun their first extended writing project as well. They are writing narratives with a focus
on how their character responds to conflict. They are being extremely creative and I can not wait to
read the end results. As Quarter 2 begins , we will study poetry and dive deep into informational
texts and argumentative writing. 
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sixth grade

Ms. Canez, Mr. Klarfeld, Ms. Marquez

5th grade is finishing off the first quarter strong. We are reviewing multiplication and chapters
one and two for math. Along with reviewing, we are learning division. For ELA, we are working
on the main idea and detail while quoting accurately from the text. We researched
presentations on our ecosystems and food chains for our information essay in writing. We are
working on gravity for science and had a fun experiment to show how force and air pressure
act upon gravity. In social studies, we are finishing up the American Revolution and moving
into political elements. Have a great fall break! 

fifth grade

ms. brown, ms. Sias, Ms. Soto
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In social studies, students in 7th grade have just finished their unit on the American Revolution. We
analyzed key figures from the revolution, the role they played, and their lasting impact. Students also
explored the causes of the revolution and why the colonists were ready to form their own
government. Looking ahead, students will learn about the French revolution and how it was
influenced by the Americans!

Greetings Parents!! August and September flew by us!! October will bring a new unit and new
standards!!

This month we will embark upon a new Unit – Unit Two – “Highs and Lows” our essential question is,
“What do we learn from love and loss.” Our genre focus will be poetry. The unit novel is, “Tangerine”
by Edward Bloor.

7th grade mathematicians have been busy this quarter! We completed our unit on proportionality with a
focus on representing proportional relationships through graphs, tables, and equations. We spent some
time on percentages within real-world situations, for example, sales tax, tips, and/or discounts and how
they affect the overall bill. Students have just started our second unit on Rational Numbers, which
includes adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing integers and positive and negative fractions.

7th grade Science, the first quarter was all about Earth Sciences. We mapped the Ocean Floor, made
plate tectonics, and made our own weather brochures. We ended the quarter discussing the Weather
phenomena of a desert tornado that happened here in Arizona. In quarter two, we will be talking about
electromagnetic forces and how they attract and repulse each other. 
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6th grade continued...

Seventh grade

ms. richmond, ms. riley, ms. saltarelli

Math- We are ending the first quarter with adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing
decimals. Throughout the quarter we learned rates and ratios, identifying GCF and LCM to
simplify or make equivalent fractions. We also learned to convert decimals, fractions and
percent's. When we return from fall break, we will begin with multiplying fractions. 
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Language Standards: L.4, L.5, L.6,
Reading Information Standards: RI.1, RI.4, RI.9, RI.10
Reading Literature Standards: RL.1, RL.4, RL.10
Speaking & Listening Standards: SL.1
Writing Standards: W.8, W.9

In this unit, the standards listed below will be the point of focus:

Here’s a few reminders

·    Please sign up for ParentVue if you have not already done so.
·    Friendly reminder that our Fall Break is from October 4-8th.
·    Parent/Teacher Conference will be October 20th & 21st

As always, please do not hesitate to reach out to me should you have any questions or concerns –
drichmond@laveeneld.org or 602.304.2020 x 3675
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7th grade continued...

Greetings,

Within 8th grade English Language Arts we have begun working on Unit 2, with a focus on Poetry and
Figurative Language Concepts. In addition, we will be reading the following novels, "The Outsiders," and
"Inside Out and Back Again." According to Mr. Morgan, within Social Studies, students will continue
studying the ins and outs of the Constitution, focusing on the three branches of government and their
roles and powers. Furthermore, the Science classes  will be moving on to their Earth Science unit. Mr.
Humble said that students will be starting with the Rock Cycle and then transitioning to Plate Tectonics
and Fossils. Moreover, Mr. Ruiz maintains that within math, students will continue to dive into all-
important 8th grade Algebra concepts, such as slope and linear equations, which will be expanded
upon in high school Algebra.

eighth grade

mr. Humble, Mr. Morgan, Mr. Ruiz, Ms. White
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music

ms. ferguson

Kindergarten-2nd Grade are learning how to listen
to music while also understanding the importance of
identifying the steady beat, the movement of the
melody (high v. low), and dynamics (loud v. soft). 

3rd-5th Grade are building on the previous years to
continue to explore identifying the beat, the
movement of the melody, and dynamics, and also
focusing on music notation. 

6th-8th Grade, the content is more student-directed.
Students will be given the opportunity to choose what
they are interested in learning at the beginning of the
year. Within their choice we will begin to learn the
basics of music: music notation, theory, expression,
and chord progressions. As we learn more students
will have more understanding of how music works
which will help them understand some of their
favorite songs.

band

ms. wolfe

Band is going well here at Desert
Meadows. 7-8th graders are working
through their method books and have
also started sheet music. 6th graders are
working through the beginning of book 1.
If your student has not purchased a
book, they need to do so before the start
of quarter 2. The book is called "Essential
Elements Book 1" (for whichever
instrument they are playing). 5th graders
are starting to move through book 1, and
are getting some excellent sounds out of
their instruments! I can't wait to see
everything all of the band kids
accomplish in quarter 2!

The P.E classes have been learning, and
developing, their badminton skills. The
younger grades have been practicing with a
partner, while the older grades have been
preparing for an in-class doubles
competition. In addition to developing their
skills as players, students are also working on
teamwork, sportsmanship, and conflict
resolution. I’ve been impressed with the
progress that they have made in just a short
time. 
 

P.E.

Coach Copatch, Coach Lamb

Art

ms. hedrick

Middle School learned about the art of
Claes Oldenburg who made food
sculptures. They then used model magic
to sculpt their own miniature food
sculptures and paint them! 
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An Imbalance of Power: Kids who bully use their power—such as physical strength, access to
embarrassing information, or popularity—to control or harm others. Power imbalances can change
over time and in different situations, even if they involve the same people.
Repetition: Bullying behaviors happen more than once or have the potential to happen more than
once.

National Bullying Prevention Month

October is National Bullying Prevention Month and is recognized in order to prevent bullying and
promote kindness. Students in 8th grade have already been taught a lesson on bullying. Students were
given information about the difference between bullying and conflicts and what steps they can take if
they are bullied or witness bullying. All other students will receive a lesson on bullying sometime during
the school year. As a parent, one strategy is to talk to your child about the below information. 

According to Stopbullying.gov, bullying is defined as:

Unwanted, aggressive behavior among school aged children that involves a real or perceived power
imbalance. The behavior is repeated, or has the potential to be repeated, over time. Both kids who are
bullied and who bully others may have serious, lasting problems.
In order to be considered bullying, the behavior must be aggressive and include:

Bullying includes actions such as making threats, spreading rumors, attacking someone physically or
verbally, and excluding someone from a group on purpose.
Wear orange for Unity Day which is celebrated on October 20 in order to stand together against
bullying! 

Counselor's corner

ms. McSwain

Big things are happening in technology and coding. We have acquired a new coding program called
Skill Struck and the students are progressing well with this program. Kindergarten through 8 grade
have all participated in this program and I am seeing students wanting to learn and participate more
than before. 

Along with Typing.com students are getting a real world and hands-on experience using technology to
code both computers and robots. 
We have established our Lego Robotics program and I have 10 students who will be competing this
winter at ASU. They are new to robotics and are learning how to not only build robots but to also code
them to solve real world problems. 
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Technology

ms. Hartell
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Audrii Rosales
Han Lang

Myron Holland
Emma Weeden

Tre Orange
Makenzi Shirley
Giselle DeNato

Angel Raya
Isaiah Colin-Guzman

Austin Ryan
Camila Corral Reyes

Yahmein Manning
Kiontae Jackson

Myla Gonzalez
Ja'nyilah Warren Brown

Augustus Otioti
Albert Contreras

Aaryss Craig
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Congratulations to our September bobcats of the month winners!
These students were chosen for  Displaying positive behaviors during the month of September.

Daniela Arellano Esparza

Maliya Saiz

Ry'Leigh Walker

Mateo Gamez

Sebastian Barraza

Erika Lopez

Jordin Jenkins

Emma Faulkner

Aaron Ayon

Chol Koang

Kavin Thach

Constantine Otioti

Channelle Wolfe

Melanie Gonzalez

Clarissa Leon Martinez

Isabel Escobar

Analicia Ochoa

Isabella Lopez

Irving Lopez

 

 


